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What was the catalyst for the creation of k ievit?
kievit  has its origins in a design school lettering class I took, 
where we were asked to explore the relationship of the letters in 
‘Hamburgefontiv’ by designing our own letterforms. By the end 
of the exercise, I knew there was room for another humanistic 
sans serif typeface – simple but elegant and built for maximum 
legibility.

How does Kievit distinguish itself from other typefaces?
Kievit was designed with the reader in mind. There are only a 
handful of sans serif fonts that I find approachable when set in 
large quantities of text. Like the metaphorical forest and trees 
– it can be challenging to get past the letterforms to the words, 
paragraphs, and ultimate meaning. 
With Kievit, I aimed for a kind of neutrality – even anonymity – 
seeking to shed both excess ornamentation and overt geometry in 
the interests of legibility. That’s why I consider Kievit letterforms 
to be somewhat generic – in a good way. They’re stripped of 
excessive detail, modern but with enough humanism to be reader-
friendly. As a sans serif with Oldstyle proportions, Kievit is a 
supremely readable typeface, and has been adopted by everything 
from advertisements, corporate identity (Autodesk, Christian 
Democratic Union of Germany and Olympus), to copy-intensive 
journals such as ‘De Bug,’ a German magazine devoted to music, 
media, and culture. 
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Can you speak about some of your specific inspirations?
Since I’ve always appreciated the elegance of serif typefaces,  
I wanted to devise a system that referred to the structure of 
Oldstyle letters as well as honoring modernist typefaces such 
as Univers and Frutiger. While realizing this was not necessarily 
a revolutionary concept, I still felt there was a niche for a more 
stripped down letterform, neither overly stylized nor excessively 
stark. I consider Kievit to be a fusion of a great Oldstyle font and 
a classic modernist sans serif, with the pleasing proportions of 
the former and the simplification of the latter. In Kievit you’ll 
find echoes of Syntax, Frutiger, and Garamond, as well as other 
typefaces I’ve worked with and admired over the years.
Most of the typefaces I’m drawn to are either very modern and 
geometric (Futura, Univers, Frutiger), or they derive lots of 
character from incorporating humanistic influences (Syntax,  
ff Meta). Gill Sans approached the simplicity I craved but lacked 
a certain elegance. So Kievit was developed to be a kind of hybrid: 
a legible textface with the skeletal structure of an Oldstyle and 
the flesh and blood and nervous system of a modern sans serif. 
I thought that if I could take what I like about Frutiger – a very 
modern sans serif, and Garamond – a classic Oldstyle, I might have 
the perfect ingredients for a new sans serif typeface. In one sense, 
Garamond + Frutiger = Kievit.
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Why did you name your font ‘Kievit?’
There are overlapping sources for the name ‘Kievit,’ which is 
derived from my mother’s maiden name. The kievit is also a type 
of bird, a lapwing, that has a special tradition in the Netherlands, 
where my family is from and which I’ve always esteemed for its 
design heritage. For many years, the first kievit egg found each 
season was presented to the Queen (who halted the practice in 
1969, out of concern for the well-being of the bird). Later on, the 
kievit egg migrated to the Dutch 1,000 guilder bank note in the 
form of a watermark, where it is immortalized to this day. I tend to 
think of Kievit as the ultimate Dutch/American hybrid: it gets its 
practicality and purity from the Dutch side and is more American in 
its cheerfully generic outlook.

What are some elements that make this typeface special?
Whereas many modern san serifs, such as Helvetica, are fairly 
closed in their counter forms, Kievit’s open letter forms improve 
legibility even at smaller sizes, making it incredibly versatile for all 
kinds of applications. And because the letters are stripped down 
to their basic forms, with no distracting decorative elements, the 
contrast is low – what you see are clean curves, diagonals, and 
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straight lines. However, the letters are also rigorously finessed – 
there is a strategic amount of contrast built in to convey warmth. 
Kievit was designed with a true italic with a ten degree axis, not 
just a sloped Roman. The italic is intentionally related to the 
handwritten form – the characters are slightly narrower and come 
with a few alternate characters (the lowercase ‘k’ and ‘g’ as well as 
the ampersand). 

What sorts of applications does Kievit lend itself to?
Kievit is ideally suited to any printed matter that contains a large 
body of text, even at smaller sizes. The font’s openness makes it 
easy on the eyes in newspapers, books, magazines, and brochures. 
And the wide range of available styles and weights makes Kievit 
suitable for corporate typefaces as well as television and movie 
titles.

Tell us about some special characters of this font.
In all nine weights Kievit comes with Oldstyle figures, Tabular 
Oldstyle figures, Lining figures and Tabular Lining figures. Some 
characters in the Small Caps (&?! ¿¡) have been specially designed 
to match the size of the Small Caps. The Small Caps also come with 
italics in all the weights, and Kievit is equipped with f-ligatures.

Are you going to expand Kievit in the future?
Yes, I’d like to add a slab serif and a serif version as well as a 
condensed. But with several new fonts in progress, it might be 
a while!

Text by Mike Abbink and Deborah Bishop. 
Many thanks to Leah Hoffmitz for teaching me how to draw letters and to  
Christian Schwartz for his feedback and the design help he provided on Kievit.
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OpenType Standard 

OpenType Standard

OpenType Pro

OpenType Pro

Supported languages

Afrikaans, Albanian, Asturian, Baraba Tatar, Bislama, Bokmål Norwegian, Breton, 
Catalan, Chamorro, Danish, Dutch, East Frisian, English, Estonian, Faeroese, Finnish, 
Franco-Provencal, French, Friulian, Galician, German, Icelandic, Irish, Italian, Ladin, 
Low German, Luxembourgian, Manx Gaelic, North Frisian, Nynorsk Norwegian, 
Occitan, Portuguese, Rhaeto-Romance, Romansch, Scottish Gaelic, Southern Sami, 
Spanish, Swedish, Ume Sami, Walloon, West Frisian

Aragonese, Arumanian, Balk, Basque, Bosnian, Bulgarian, Chichewa, Croatian, Czech, 
Erzya, Esperanto, Greek, Greenlandic, Hungarian, Inari Sami, Istro-Romanian, 
Karachay-Balkar, Karaim, Kashubian, Kazan Tatar, Kumyk, Kurdish, Ladino, Lak, Latin, 
Latvian (Lettish), Lithuanian, Lule Sami, Macedonian, Maltese, Moksha, Moldavian, 
Nogay, Polish, Romanian, Russian, Sardinian, Slovak, Slovenian, Sorbian Lower, 
Sorbian Upper, Turkish, Ubykh, Våmhusmål, Vepsian, Welsh

Supported code pages

MACOS: MACOS icelandic, macos ROMAN
IBM: IBM-37 united states – ebcdic (ibm-28709); IBM-273 germany – ebcdic;  
IBM-277 denmark, norway – ebcdic; IBM-278 finland, sweden – ebcdic; IBM-280 
italy – ebcdic; IBM-282; IBM-284 spain, latin america – ebcdic; IBM-285 united  
kingdom – ebcdic; IBM-297 france – ebcdic; IBM-500 international – ebcdic; 
IBM-871 iceland – ebcdic; IBM-1047 open systems – ebcdic
WINDOWS: MS Windows 1252 latin 1
ISO: ISO 8859-1 w eu latin 1; ISO 8859-15 west europe latin 9

MACOS: Macos Central Europe ; Macos Croatian; Macos Cyrillic; Macos Greek; 
Macos romanian; Macos turkish; macos ukrainian
IBM: IBM-875 greece – ebcdic ; IBM-921 baltic ; IBM-1025 cyrillic – ebcdic;  
IBM-1112 baltic – ebcdic; IBM-1123; IBM-1124
WINDOWS: MS Windows 1250 eastern european; MS Windows 1251 cyrillic ;  
MS Windows 1253 greek ; MS Windows 1254 turkish; MS Windows 1257 baltic
ISO: iso 8859- 2 c eu latin 2; iso 8859- 3 tu, malt, gal, esp latin 3; iso 8859- 5  
cyrillic; iso 8859- 9 w eu + turkish latin 5; iso 8859-10 scandinavian latin 6;  
iso 8859-13 baltic latin 7; iso 8859-16 southeast europe latin 10
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Basic Latin

Latin-1 Supplement

Latin Extended-A

Latin Extended-B

Spacing Modifier Letters

Greek and Coptic

Cyrillic

Latin Extended Additional

General Punctuation

Superscripts and Subscripts

Currency Symbols

Letterlike Symbols

Mathematical Operators

Geometric Shapes

Alphabetic Presentation Forms

ABCDEfghij123@

ÁÇãäØ¿¢£ýþÿßæ

ĀāĂĘĠĤĬĶąĊģńņ

ƒȘȚțȷ

ˆˇ˘˙˚˛˜˝΄΅

΄΅ΆΘΦΦΘόύώ

ЁЂЃЉДЖ  

ẀẁẂẃẅỲỳ

-–—‹›/*:;

⁰⁴⁽⁺⁻₀₁₂₃₄

€

№℗™

∂∆∏≤≥

◊

ff fi fl ffi ffl 

Supported Unicode ranges
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Supported Layout Features

title	 examples

Stylistic Set 1	 /πφ > /πφ

Standard Ligatures	 fi fl ff > fi fl ff 

Discretionary Ligatures	 fb fh fj fk > fb fh fj fk 

Small Capitals	 small > small

Small Capitals from Capitals	 CAPS > CAPS

Case-sensitive forms	 (A[H1» > (A[H»

Capital Spacing	 HOH > HOH

Oldstyle Figures	 1234 > 1234	 1234 > 1234

Lining Figures	 1234 > 1234	 1234 > 1234  

Proportional Figures	 1234 > 1234	 1234 > 1234

Tabular Figures	 1234 > 1234	 1234 > 1234

Fractions	 1/2 3/4 > ½ ¾ 	 ⁵¹⁹⁄234

Numerators	 123/+ > ¹²³⁄ ⁺

Denominators	 /789 > ⁄789

Ordinals	 1a20 > 1ª2º

Scientific Inferiors	 CO2 > CO₂

Superscript	 m3 > m³

Subscript	 N2 > N₂

Mathematical Greek	 ΠΣ > ∏∑

Access all alternates	 5 kg > 55⁵5₅ kg

	

fi            

ffk            

aa            

Aa            

[H]            

T       ><T

13

13

13

¼

⁷⁄

⁄7

1ª

H₂

F²

N₂

Σ∑

JЈj

13
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	 «	 ¬	 –	 ©	®	̄ 	 °	 ±	 ²	 ³	 ´	 µ	 ¶	 ·	 ¸	 ¹	 º	 »	 ¼	½	 ¾	¿	 À	 Á	 Â	 Ã	
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	 Þ	 ß	 à	 á	 â	 ã	 ä	 å	 æ	ç	 è	 é	 ê	 ë	 ì	 í	 î	 ï	 ð	 ñ	 ò	 ó	 ô	 õ	 ö	 ÷	
	 ø	 ù	 ú	 û	 ü	 ý	 þ	 ÿ	 	

 ff  kievit  italic   basic  latin and latin 1

	 A	 B	 C	 D	 E	 F	 G	 H	 I	 J	 K	 L	 M	 N	 O	 P	 Q	 R	 S	 T	 U	 V	 W	 X	 Y	 Z	
	 À	 Á	 Â	 Ã	 Ä	 Å	 Æ	 Ç	 È	 É	 Ê	 Ë	 Ì	 Í	 Î	 Ï	 Ð	 Ñ	 Ò	 Ó	 Ô	 Õ	 Ö	 Ø	 Ù	 Ú	
	 Û	 Ü	 Ý	 Þ	 Ā	 Ă	 Ą	 Ć	 Ĉ	 Ċ	 Č	 Ď	 Đ	 Ē	 Ĕ	 Ė	 Ę	 Ě	 Ĝ	 Ğ	 Ġ	 Ģ	 Ĥ	 Ħ	 Ĩ	 Ī	
	 Ĭ	 Į	 Ĳ	 Ĵ	 Ķ	 Ĺ	 Ļ	 Ľ	 Ŀ	 Ł	 Ń	 Ņ	 Ň	 Ō	 Ŏ	 Ő	Œ	 Ŕ	 Ř	 Ś	 Ŝ	 Ş	 Š	 Ţ	 Ť	 Ŧ	
	 Ũ	 Ū	 Ŭ	 Ů	 Ű	 Ų	 Ŵ	 Ŷ	 Ÿ	 Ź	 Ż	 Ž	 Ș	 Ț	 Ά	 Έ	 Ή	 Ί	 Ό	 Ύ	Ώ	 Α	 Β	 Γ	 Ε	 Ζ	
	 Η	 Θ	 Ι	 Κ	 Λ	 Μ	 Ν	 Ξ	 Ο	 Π	 Ρ	 Σ	 Τ	 Υ	 Φ	 Χ	 Ψ	 Ϊ	 Ϋ	 Ё	 Ђ	 Ѓ	 Є	 Ѕ	 І	 Ї	
	 Ј	 Љ	Њ	Ћ	 Ќ	 Ў	 Џ	 А	 Б	 В	 Г	 Д	 Е	 Ж	 З	 И	 Й	 К	 Л	 М	Н	 О	 П	 Р	 С	 Т	
	 У	 Ф	 Х	 Ц	 Ч	Ш	Щ	Ъ	 Ы	 Ь	 Э	Ю	Я	 Ґ	 Ẁ	Ẃ	Ẅ	 Ỳ	 Ω	 	

 small  caps

 ff kievit medium + expert

	 Ā	 ā	 Ă	 ă	 Ą	 ą	 Ć	 ć	 Ĉ	 ĉ	 Ċ	 ċ	 Č	 č	 Ď	 ď	 Đ	 đ	 Ē	 ē	 Ĕ	 ĕ	 Ė	 ė	 Ę	 ę	
	 Ě	 ě	 Ĝ	 ĝ	 Ğ	 ğ	 Ġ	 ġ	 Ģ	 ģ	 Ĥ	 ĥ	Ħ	 ħ	 Ĩ	 ĩ	 Ī	 ī	 Ĭ	 ĭ	 Į	 į	 İ	 ı	 Ĳ	 ĳ	
	 Ĵ	 ĵ	 Ķ	 ķ	 Ĺ	 ĺ	 Ļ	 ļ	 Ľ	 ľ	 Ŀ	 ŀ	 Ł	 ł	 Ń	 ń	 Ņ	 ņ	 Ň	 ň	 Ō	 ō	 Ŏ	 ŏ	 Ő	 ő	
	 Œ	œ	Ŕ	 ŕ	 Ŗ	 ŗ	 Ř	 ř	 Ś	 ś	 Ŝ	 ŝ	 Ş	 ş	 Š	 š	 Ţ	 ţ	 Ť	 ť	 Ŧ	 ŧ	 Ũ	 ũ	 Ū	 ū	
	 Ŭ	 ŭ	 Ů	 Ů	 Ű	 ű	 Ų	 ų	Ŵ	ŵ	 Ŷ	 ŷ	 Ÿ	 Ź	 ź	 Ż	 ż	 Ž		

 extended latin A

	 ƒ	 Ș	 ș	 Ț	 ț	 ȷ
 extended latin B

	 ˆ	 ˇ	 ˘	 ˙	 ˚	 ˛	 ˜	 ˝ 	
 spacing modifier let ters 

	 ΄	 ΅	 Ά	 ·	 Έ	 Ή	 Ί	 Ό	Ύ	Ώ	ΐ	 Α	 Β	 Γ	 Δ	 Ε	 Ζ	 Η	Θ	 Ι	 Κ	 Λ	 Μ	Ν	Ξ Ο	
	 Π	Ρ	 Σ	 Τ	 Υ	 Φ	Χ	 Ψ	Ω	Ϊ	 Ϋ	 ά	 έ	 ή	 ί	 ΰ	 ΰ	 α	 β	 γ	 δ	 δ	 ε	 ζ	 η	 θ	
	 ι	 κ	 λ	 μ	 ν	 ξ	 ο	 π	 π	 ρ	 ς	 σ	 σ	 τ	 υ	 φ	 φ	 χ	 ψ	ω	 ϊ	 ϋ	 ό	 ύ	 ώ	Ω	

 Greek and coptic

	 0	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9
 tabular figures

	 0	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9 	
 l ining figures 

	 0	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	9 		
 tabular old st yle f igures 
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	   Ẁ	 ẁ	Ẃ	ẃ	Ẅ	ẅ	 Ỳ	 ỳ	 		
 latin extended additional

	 -	 –	—	 ‘	 ’	 ‚	 “	 ”	 „	 †	 ‡	 •	 …	‰	 ‹	 ›	 /		  		
 general punctuation

	 ⁰	 ⁴	 ⁵	 ⁶	 ⁷	 ⁸	 ⁹	 ⁺	 ⁻	 ⁽	 ⁾	 ₀	 ₁	 ₂	 ₃	 ₄	 ₅	 ₆	 ₇	 ₈	 ₉	
 superscript s  and subscript s

	 €
 currency symbols

	  №	 ℗	 ™	 Ω
 let terlike symbols

	 ∂	 ∆	∏	 ∑	 −	 ∙	 √	∞	 ∤	 ∧	 ∫	 ≈	 ≠	 ≤	 ≥	 ⋅	
 mathematical operators

	 ◊
 geometric  shapes

	 ff	 fi	 fl	ffi	ffl	
 alphabetic  presentation forms

	 i	
 localized forms

	 (	 )	 +	 ⁻	 ⁰ 	 1	2	3	   ⁴	  ⁵	 ⁶	 ⁷	 ⁸	 ⁹	 ⁺	 ⁻	 ⁄	
 numerators

	 0	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 ⁄	
 numerators

	 #	 $	 %	(	 )	 -	 /	 <	 >	 [	 ]	 {	 }	 ¡	 «	 »	 ¿	 –	 —	‰	‹	 ›	
 case  sensitive forms

	 ®	 /	 π	φ	 &	 /	 fk	ffk	 g	 k	 ĝ	 ğ	 ġ	 ģ	 ķ	 π	
 st ylistic  set  1

	 fb	ffb	ffh	ffj	ffk	fh	 fj	fk	
 d iscretionary l igatures

	 Ё	 Ђ	 Ѓ	 Є	 Ѕ	 І	 Ї	 Ј	 Љ	Њ	Ћ	 Ќ	 Ў	 Џ	 А	 Б	 В	 Г	 Д	 Е	Ж	З	 И	Й	 К	М	
	 Н	О	П	 Р	 С	 Т	 У	 Ф	 Х	 Ц	 Ч		  Щ	Ъ	Ы	 Ь	 Э	Ю	Я	 а	 б	 в	 г	 д	 е	 ж	
	 з	 и	 й	 к	 л	 м	 н	 о	 п	 р	 с	 т	 у	 ф	 х	 ц	 ч	 ш	щ	 ъ	 ы	 ь	 э	 ю	 я	 ё	
	 ђ	 ѓ	 є	 ѕ	 і	 їј	 љ	њ	 ћ	 ќ	 ў	 џ	 Ґ	 ґ

 cyrillic
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	 ff Kievit Thin, Italic, small caps   	 8/10 pt 	 10/12 pt 	 18/22 pt 

	 ff Kievit Extra Light, Italic, small caps   8/10 pt 	 10/12 pt 	 18/22 pt 

	 ff Kievit Light, Italic, small caps   	 8/10 pt 	 10/12 pt 	 18/22 pt 
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	 ff Kievit Thin, Italic, small caps   	 8/10 pt 	 10/12 pt 	 18/22 pt 

	 ff Kievit Extra Light, Italic, small caps   8/10 pt 	 10/12 pt 	 18/22 pt 

	 ff Kievit Light, Italic, small caps   	 8/10 pt 	 10/12 pt 	 18/22 pt 
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Lapwings are medium-sized wading birds belonging to the 
subfamily Vanellinae of the family Charadriidae, which 
also includes the plovers and dotterels. Tofsvipa är en vadarfågel 
som tillhör familjen pipare och vipor.⁸. The traditional terms 
plover and dotterel were coined long before understandings of 
the relationships between groups of birds emerged. A avefría ou 
galo da braña é unha ave zancuda da familia carádridos, é común 
na Europa e na Asia de clima temperado. En Galicia só quedan 
50 parellas na zona do río Limia. Typickým prostředím čejky 
chocholaté jsou mokřadní louky a pole, zárověň preferuje 
spíše otevřená prostranství a nepříliš hustou vegetací. Μέτωπο και 
κορυφή κεφαλιού σκούρα καστανή (μαύρη το καλοκαίρι). 
Πράσινο λοφίο, μακρύ στο κεφάλι. Πάνω μέρος με πορφυρές 
και πράσινες ανταύγειες, κοιλιά λευκή με κόκκινο προς την 
ουρά. Vepjur eru flækingar á Íslandi og koma hingað ár hvert. 
Þær eru mjög algengar um alla Evrópu og austur eftir Asíu. Varp 
vepja hefur verið staðfest í 15 skipti á landinu, en líklega er hér 
fullkalt fyrir þær. Чайка, чибісs, птах родини сивкових, ряду 
куликоподібних. В Україні скрізь, крім Карпат. Корисний 
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Ze vliegen laag over het land, en roepen poewit-poewit. Le 
nom vanneau est une onomatopée de cet appel. The Greeks 
called her ‘the good mother’.  Το αργυροπούλι ερμηνεύει 
ένα καλό συναίσθημα που αυξάνεται στην αρχή της άνοιξη. 
Particolarmete comune in Olanda  dove nidifica in gran 
numero. Si riproduce normalmente nell’europa centrale e 
orientale. Греки назвали ее ‘хорошей матью’.  El huevo de 
los primeros lapwing se encuentra generalmente al principio 
de marcha. Czajka średni ptak wędrowny z rodziny siewko-
watych, zamieszkujący niemal całą Europę i umiarkowaną 
strefę Azji aż po Pacyfik. Die erwachsenen (adulten) Kiebitze 
haben einen metallisch grün und violett schimmernden 
Mantel und Oberflügel, einen weißen Bauch mit einem 
schwarzen, scharf abgegrenzten Brustband. Na přelomu 
léta a podzimu odlétají středoevropské čejky na zimoviště v 
jihozápadní Evropě a severozápadní Africe. Tamní populace 
se nestěhují. Le plumage du dos et de la queue est vert et paraît 
noir de loin. Le dessous est blanc avec des sous-caudales châtain. 
Les pattes sont rose foncé, le bec est noir. Les deux sexes ont un 

	 ff Kievit  Bold, Italic, small caps   	 8/10 pt 	 10/12 pt 	 18/22 pt 

	 ff Kievit  Extra Bold, Italic, small caps   8/10 pt 	 10/12 pt 	 18/22 pt 

	 ff Kievit  Black, Italic, small caps   	 8/10 pt 	 10/12 pt 	 18/22 pt 

efría 
tofsvipa καλημάνα vepja pempė avefría pavoncella
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mike abbink  (1967)  earned two BFAs: one in Fine Arts, and one  
in Graphic Design and Packaging from Art Center in Pasadena.  
He has been designing letter forms since 1992, and his first  
completed typeface, FF Kievit, is used around the world and has  
won awards from the ISTD and ATypI. In 2000 Mike designed  
FF Milo which became part of the FontFont Library in 2006.
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