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Working with FF Mister K
FF Mister K Regular

FF Mister K Onstage

FF Mister K Crossout

FF Mister K Informal

FF Mister K Splendid Light
FF Mister K Splendid Regular
FF Mister K Dingbats



If you want to play a new game, you

need someone to explain it to you, oth- ‘-K'
erwise you have only half as much fun. e\A . m

It's similar with FF Mister K, because Og/\[ oL O N W

using it is much like playing a game.
Many things you find out by yourself, QMY[ @ ! : E
thanks to OpenType features they will @/0 M/l M/ Q’ ¢ o
happen automatically. But for some

really special effects you need a bit of

extra info. That is what we want to give

you in this user manual.

\
FF Mister K started with Kafka and his &CIS .K .
manuscripts. But by now it has become

a steadily growing ‘K family’, and the \
latest offspring—the FF Mister K % O\_W ) ON\Q AN @)‘AAQ..@/_\’Q, ) K i
Splendids—just received their own M/Y)

pages in this manual. Enjoy it!
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Franz Kafka and Mister K

((Tm A IR sm\o@w\@ Wo& d:k
exu(ok/\méo» Ms% @HIWWA_ e A UKLM,’

MJLVX ),Mt fock

TonT e sTone il e conddh oomdd
/RISWM /v%/\/twv\x @/Q/V\/\X/V\IZ_O& Utw.ﬂ

A person called ‘K. can be found in
different stories and novels of the
Austro-Hungarian author Franz Kafka
(1883-1924), who is considered to be
one of the most influential writers of
the 20th century.

He wrote short prose, long stories and
novels, many of which were never
completed. Instead, they were collected
by Kafka's friend Max Brod and pub-
lished only after his death, contrary to
the author's request that they be de-
stroyed.

The manuscripts of the two best known
novels 'The Castle’' and 'The Trial' were
the source of inspiration for the design of
the typeface 'FF Mister K' and their main
characters (K., Josef K.) gave it its name.
While the starting point in designing

FF Mister K was the study of letterforms
in Kafka's manuscripts, a digital font
always has its own characteristics and

a comparison with the original scripts
shows that the result is not a simple imi-

tation of Kafka's handwriting.

One of the main tasks was the transfor-
mation of the writer's eccentric letters
with their strong form and size variations
into a character set that enables a bal-
anced typographic flow.

In a script font with predominantly
connected characters, there are usually
low, medium and high connections.
Therefore all the basic letters of

FF Mister K received a number of alter-
nate glyphs. They make written words
look naturally connected.

The OpenType feature code can deter-
mine the context in which the different
alternates are inserted and place them
in the right order. To give the font more
character, also several hundred ligatures
with ‘extraordinary’ forms were made.
Again, the OpenType feature code sees
that they are inserted appropriately for
different languages.



Hop of Wy

The FF Mister K family contains six text fonts:

FF Mister K Regular, Onstage, Crossout, Informal, Splendid Regular and Light.

A A g A A

The Regular is a relaxed
‘everyday' writing style —Mis-
ter K writing down some-
thing for himself or to a good
friend. The glyphs are fluently
connected and have lots of
form variations without

added decorative elements.

The Onstage is Mister K's
writing style for less private
purposes—special events
and persons: Generally more
calligraphic, the glyphs have
elaborate details especially in
the capitals and swashes at

the word endings.

The Crossout shows Mister
K's writing when fully dissat-
isfied with his work—all the
words of the text are meticu-
lously crossed out. For espe-
cially curious readers texts in

‘Crossout’ are still readable.

FF Mister K Informal shows
Mister K writing in a very
neat and orderly way,
'Schénschrift!, as he calls it.
It is based on texts in one
of Kafka's notebooks which
he had rewritten from origi-

nal drafts.

FF Mister K Splendid is a
Light/Regular typeface pair
inspired by Kafka's descrip-
tion of two well dressed,
well manered but not a bit
obedient friends. The Splen-
dids were designed for the
Web but bring charm also on
printed pages.



IF Mo X ‘V\e@ on 1 FF Mister K Regular

- casual writing; many ligatures

ﬂ\ . & /\/ . /] and alternates to create
Q)‘t/) natural and fluent looking text
- underlining and crossout
functions for individual words

- mathematical signs
¥:‘C \MV’G‘K 6"‘”‘;&‘ - extra set for acronyms

’Z/ and formulas
‘2 . ' & . ' - case sensitive function
QA/S m v \/XC\ MA/Q/ \/X{\ - more than 1500 glyphs

- extended Cyrillic character set

T Moo X Coomnont

3 FF Mister K Crossout

3 - crossout function for long
& stretches of text
- underlining and crossout
functions for individual words
- mathematical signs

- extra set for acronyms

IT Mo W W and formulas

N . L‘ — case sensitive function
(\)wwm@\ﬁ% & \foww

5, 6 FF Mister K Splendid

— well dressed, well mannered
T J\/\mﬁlK %{JL‘MO&“& XAW with occasional excesses

O . ‘_\[\ . g - gracefully flowing strokes,
C/tb 8) strongly connected
( m m W Q/ - a complementary pair in
Regular and Light

- special focus on good Web
readability

IT Mm‘&lK gW{J"MO&"O& ‘\?\UQ . - typical Mister K underlines,

crossouts and editing marks

((‘)QM @’\/\,O\Qj\‘ba\ 8) ‘\[\W & o - case sensitive function

S @3t,&({6\3\)>

2 FF Mister K Onstage

— more calligraphic features
- less connected than Regular
- swashed caps and endings
- underlining and crossout
functions for individual words
- mathematical signs
- extra set for acronyms
and formulas
- case sensitive function

4 fFF Mister K Informal

- orderly writing style,
personality united with
enhanced readability

- underlining, crossout
and various editing marks

- mathematical signs

- extra set of capitals for
acronyms and formulas

- case sensitive function

- oldstyle figures

- more than 2500 glyphs

- extended Cyrillic character set
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Alternates, Ligatures

All FF Mister K fonts have OpenType fea-
. . . A’ @' (% \A ) tures which determine the fonts' behav-
LR WwoLawv - lwviewn LA AUewnolon iour in different contexts.

Most of the coding for this is located in
Standard Set )
the features Ligatures and Contextual

Alternates. It's usually best to keep these

features turned on—as they are by de-
LRl WAl /\,\/\, ()\L‘(M)\.O\D\. fault. This will give you a result similar to

5

3 the text in blue on the left.

¢ With Contextual Alternates + Ligatures You can access these features like this:

¥

g InDesign: Window » Type & Tables » Char-

s {\ Q,) 2 acter » OpenType

m . . .

w LCe woaatwe envewviiwn WV aveviiLo o lllustrator: Window » Type » Character »
y OpenType

Stylistic Set 1/InDesign A N R

Stylistic Alternates/Illustrator, Photoshop Photoshop: Window » Type » Character
OpenType.

................................................................................................................................................................................................ Sometimes you might want to see a word
or part of it in the standard glyphs (in grey
- J\/bOb wWavymnae euve i Ling L Aa@) LNV A (2 M) on the left). This is how the font looks in
€  Standard Set applications that do not support Open-
‘E Type layout features.
. Finally, turning on the Stylistic Set 1 (In-
% . s , Design) or Stylistic Alternates (lllustrator,
% NL/OQ/ WAy hwwv Q/VQ/\ALA/% (V4% A/O\@){ (AR LVEN ZM Photoshop) leads to a set of simple, dis-
w .

With Contextual Alternates + Ligatures connected characters as shown in magen-
ta on the left. They are meant mainly for
abbreviations, names in all caps, scientific

................................................................................................................................................................................................ formulas, etc.
o \/\/'D@,U WOV VA AN wwS g}A/Oug}Q/\N*vOVO\/ (é%)
o
5 Contextual Alternates + Ligatures
9]

C
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2 LR WOMLWA LV EWLWSE LW m@ewmmm %
S

w

w

Stylistic Set 1/InDesign
Stylistic Alternates/Illustrator, Photoshop

} @Suﬁimsxhx
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To connect the glyphs, FF Mister K makes
use of an extended ligature feature code.
On top you see the word Handgloves as
assembled by the ligature code. Further
alternates for the glyph ‘@’ and alternate

o-ligatures are shown in magenta.

8 @\\')L,xfic\\xlx



repeatedly hit emdash

e‘}\’. KA

Of course you can write without
mistakes. But with Mister K you
can also show your mistakes pur-
posely. The editing marks shown
above are available for all FF Mis-
ter K text fonts.

Hit key 2—-5 times to get the effects

in different lengths.

a @'}u(\c\vbs

m-\‘-ﬁ--r

L/ VU VUULUASVY L/ O

0T Teainen /SW(“M %@)&

repeatedly hit equal

repeatedly hit endash

Should you have texts where
numbers, formulas or acronyms
play a major role—FF Mister K
Regular, FF Mister K Onstage and
FF Mister K Informal can help out
with the OpenType features on
the right.

repeatedly hit underscore

repeatedly hit almost equal

Froeovwn -

N R vl
Brdiounls:

(Lorkusol Tors-
Mt

\T%m gur-.

w1/z > u'z, 85/6 - 8°/o

00z » Q0,
133Xe > 3 Xe
o > 2%, 1o > 1°
100 > 109

e 2 1ttt
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Language Support by OpenType Standard

Afrikaans
Albanian
Arvanitika, Latin
Asturian

Baraba Tatar
Bislama

Breton

Catalan
Chamorro
Danish

Dutch

English
Estonian
Faeroese
Finnish
Franco-provencal
French

Frisian

Frisian, East
Frisian, North

Frisian, West
Friulian
Galician
German
Greenlandic
Icelandic
Indonesian
Interlingua
Irish

Italian

Karaim, Latin
Kazan Tatar, Latin
Kurdish, Latin
Low German
Luxembourgian
Malagasy
Malay, Latin
Manx Gaelic
Norwegian
Occitan

Pilipino (Tagalog)
Portuguese
Rhaeto-Romance
Romansch

Sami, Southern
Sami, Ume
Scottish Gaelic
Stelaglell]

Sotho, Northern
Sotho, Southern
Spanish

Swedish

Tahitian

Tsakhur, Latin
Tsonga

Tswana

Walloon

Xhosa

Yapese

Zulu

Additional Support by OpenType Pro

Aragonese
Arumanian
Azerbaijani, Latin
Basque
Belarusian, Latin
Bosnian, Latin
Chichewa

Cook Islands Maori
Crimean Tatar, Lat.

Croatian
Czech
Esperanto
Gagauz, Latin

Greenlandic < 1973

Hawaiian
Hungarian

1 O @')u»({amds

Istro-Romanian
Kashubian
Kurmanji
Ladino, Latin
Latvian
Lithuanian
Maltese

Maori
Marshallese
Moldavian, Latin
Polish
Portunhol
Romani, Latin
Romanian
Sami, Inari
Sami, Lule

Sami, Northern
SYelaglelels}
Stelgellaltels
Serbian, Latin
Slovak
Slovenian
Sorbian
Tongan
Turkish

Ubykh
Vepsian
Vamhusmal
Wallisian
Welsh

Wolof

g;j“ T e v
WJW%\ soomanol
%MMKW SO~ X/«M«Wm SO~
M‘WWNWI/‘”W 50~
k/\,m ke Loy comnnon Ao en Lo i
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After its first release FF Mister K
Regular learned to speak Rus-
sian—quite successfully actually:
In Autumn 2009 it received an
award for typographic excellence
at the Moscow “"Modern Cyrillic”
competition.

Since Cyrillic is much more than
Russian, it still took some time
to complete a full Expanded
Cyrillic character set. In 2013 it
was ready—not only for

FF Mister K Regular but also for
FF Mister K Informal.

Cyrillic language support by
FF Mister K Regular Pro and

\)’Q)‘I/O\/V\.M MMO& e o 5ol ovels el T

itk Lt e Qywmo&‘.

?mww vonen Knoken
|
Cpo Ve vxsz_@/,

Informal Pro:
Abaza
Adyghe
Archi
Avaric
Balk
Belarusian, Cyrillic
Bosnian, Cyrillic
Botlikh
Budukh
Bulgarian
Buriat
Chechen, Cyrillic
Dargin
Dungan
Eryza
Ghodoberi
Ingush
Kabardian
Kalmyk
Kara-Kalpak
Karachay-Balkar
Karaim, Cyrillic
Kazakh
Kazan Tatar, Cyrillic

1 1 @é,wﬁ(c\,sxhx

Khinalug

Kryts

Kumyk
Kurdish, Cyrillic
(el

Lezgi
Macedonian
Moksha
Mongolian, Cyrillic
Nanai

Nogay

Russian

Rusyn

Rutu
Tabasaran
Tajik

Tatar

Tati

Tsakhur, Cyrillic
Turkmen
Tuvinian
Ukrainian
Uzbek

?)wvv\/z_,

m@/v\mm\@fcm V\/\)V\AI‘Y\—YSPW@/\L’J Qo MOMr We—gm
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A sample text of FF MisterK Onstage
on the right shows it is less connected
than the Regular and with pronounced
decorations and swashes at the end

of the words. Even the frame around
the text is made from ornament glyphs
of the Onstage character set.

—Mister K trying his best to make a

good impression.

Remember that it's always possible
to turn off the OpenType features
or activate Stylistic Set 1/Stylistic

Alternates, should you be searching

for more simple letter forms.

TF %LSVW “@;sﬁw&u

o

X

s =

A ?Qm/wmer!zmmv i Sivd ew/ Ao
[

-OC 20 20C 8 -OC HIBR 00~ B9 D0= <600~ >
g}A(@W '}eo&v@m/ TO\/& sell

Z/\A/V\/\/i/\/\/o&bst_/ e :ZQA/Q/U
&Q&@m/ wavelo §mi/e/Q~C€U/ veervole

<X
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svaelonw wdhi Tt

=OC

mooooce@ocg@%w%w@owo@

Franz Kafka, Diary (above original
in FF Mister K Onstage, left translation in
FF Mister K Regular, FF Mister K Crossout)



% 0‘6% @wwwmmt/&i S @wst/o\@e)

They can be accessed from the glyphs panel in InDesign and lllustrator.

NOINI0 30N 0300050 005030405050
VO 000300050 0105030405050

N0 3000500050 0405050505050 e ‘K roz roa % 3
o R R R e T

" TN ST T T T T, e

S AR
P e L L L ., o

/]3 @) wliosuys ’%
N 7 \.j/\"\/ NN TN TN

x
P K
NN DNNINNNN DNINNNNN / K Q;’b

Onstage is not only a text font. Its ornaments are in fact an illustration tool.

T ey
TR I ey
TP P P
T I PEP

S o OB &F oo OO &%
S o SO &F oo OO & X
S e OO SF oo OO &F
S o OB SF oo OO &F
S o OB &F oo OO &%
S o SO SO e OO & X
S e OO SF oo OO &F

SS o SO SO e SO &5
a2V 2N a2 2 W atraY

AL
AU
B T B B T =X
B T B B T =X
B T B B T =X
T T B B T B
B T B B T =X



FF Mister K Crossout in action:
Crossout is similar to the Regular
but somewhat difficult to read due
to heavy crossing out. It gets fully
unreadable when the contextual al-
ternates feature is turned on and the
crossout effect is used over and over

again.
We suggest to use the style sparsely

to catch curious people's attention to

cryptic pieces of information.

1 L} @“'ju(u:\xxbs
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FF Mister K Informal is for teachers,
students, all kinds of designers, story
tellers, letter writers, insurance appli-
cants ... It's easy to use and you don't
even have to read Kafka for down-
loading it.

A font based on a writing style of
Franz Kafka, a very clear and readable
script for making friendly looking texts,
tables and formulas that unite clarity
with a relaxed feeling.—A typeface for

all fields of knowledge and learning.

el



Check pages 7, 8 and 9 for details

Cc . . . FF Mister K Informal contains all the
Q/\/\M 0’(/\/6 A C.wﬂ\ e/ QM 5/(%\ QM OpenType features in the list below.
~7) about their use. With the feature Con-

.0 )’
WO\TG/\/\/ \@V a )«QJVVW + textual Alternates turned on you
) 0\/% .

can typeset the editing marks shown

olie leleime Toelter seirer \/\{wﬁm, -

Subscript
Scientific Inferiors

worew ste dhanan netter zuw sz

Denominators

e deleimeny Fisehean?” «SL@@\JW”, ot

Historical Forms
+ Stylistic Alternates/Stylistic Set
S/O\ e/ Q/V‘ . Slashed Zero
Case-Sensitive Forms
Standard Ligatures

(¢

Ornaments

2-6 times emdash ( +

P d T e
the Mw&@xﬁw o{ Mister *’<’s (ostess ashed,

2-6 times almost equal ( +X)

“woenld 'De\ﬁ\/}f Hien be wieer to thhe Udtle %JSQ/\? +
Please vate above test

“Swe/”, g/\x saudl. + Marle with o :
Poor

-6 times underscore + O
R Fone Bertolt Brecht + Average O
U

2-6 times endash ( +-) 2-6 times equal qoﬁ(/(/

+
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tﬂxaﬁ‘b?/\k @N’,O\A/Cb\w Aex 3/% wods WK\A(’/QA AY\MOW{A FF Mister K Splendid Regular/Light:

A pair of complementary

script fonts that combine
a graceful, connected stroke
with OpenType effects on
the Web and in print.
Q
Quote: Franz Kafka, Diary, 1911
amdl Y\ruz/swe/; ‘b?/\,z/\n
e eovitiowy withh the B
e/%'b?/uc‘t' UL, Comm sueerech @rwb&mu,
O\MOL M g/\,ow we)&oud?vwz&\f Us.
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FF Mister K Dingbats are the most
cheerful members of the Mister K
Family. It started with Finnish illus-
trator Oili Kokkonen creating
amusing cartoon characters using

letterforms of FF Mister K Regular.

Soon after, the design of 650 picto-
grams was on its way. All are based
on glyph parts of the Regular with
which they make a very good

match.

ZO @SLAUC\ x\bs
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Of the complete set of 650 K-picto-
grams 72 can be directly selected
with a keystroke, and all of them
can be accessed with a specific key-
code, consisting of a letter followed
by a double-digit number.

To make it easier to remember, the
letter in the beginning is taken from
the name of the group (see below).
A complete list is shown on pages
26-35.

a = animals, plants

c = cities, countries’ flags

d = dingbats

f = food, dishes

h = household, garden

| = leasure, sports, vacation

o = office, technics, work

p = people
t = transport
u = user interface

w = weather

21 @‘)L&C{E\.S\h&
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Keystroke Hit a key on the keyboard

and most likely an animal, a car, building
or something similar will appear on

your screen. Easy, but like this you can
enter only 72 pictograms out of 650,

and the ones you are looking for might not

be obtainable in this way.

/h

A > Gl

Keycode Check the theme groups on
pages 26-35 to find the keycodes of the
pictos you want to use.

Example: fo1 = apple; fo2 = avocado.
Write the code, and the pictogram
appears in the text box your cursor is

in. (Standard ligatures turned on.)

Z-wo
aos = b

([

lree WMX» s MJ%‘V\LW?AW

Glyphs panel Open the glyphs panel

in different applications like this:

- InDesign: Window »Type & Tables
»Glyphs

- lllustrator: Window »Type » Glyphs

- QuarkXPress: Window » Glyphs

- TextEdit: Edit » Special Characters.

Here you can view all the pictos at once.

Choose Sort by CID/GID from the panel

menu to get them arranged according

to the theme groups. Keep your cursor

in the text box and double click a pic in

the glyph panel to insert it.

a0

] Tabs ¥ Clyphs

Show  Entira Font | ]

o5 > o e | RV
5 | Bh | S|l | 2 | |35
RN
W= L
EE=RDecm=0r ~ Reguir EPNIND
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Step 1:
Background element
is set first,

top element last

Step 2:
Color applied

Step 3:
Stylistic Set
activated

TAX)

@,S@

Step 1

Background element
is set first,

top element last

25 @')muasxax

Step 2:
Stylistic Set
activated

TAX)

Step 1
Background element
is set first,

top element last

Step 2:
Stylistic Set
activated



An overview of Dingbats

An overview of all FF Mister K
Dingbats: There are 12 groups
covering different topics.

The table shows the complete
set of 650 dingbats, their

keystrokes (if assigned), their
three-character keycodes and

their names.

26 @Swf(amy

T@o\n&@/ -SFW

#: O N

Q background_box

W background_frame

V checkmark

O circle

E crossout

X x_mark

aol

ao2

ao3

ao4

aos

aob

aoy

ao8

a3zb

ao9

alo

all

al2

ai3

ais4

ais

aib

aiy

a18

beetle

beetle, upside-down

butterfly

cat

dog

dog sitting

dove collared

dove peace

fish

qull

hare

hen

rooster

horse

penguin

pig

sheep

snake

ai9

az20

a2l

a2

a23

az4

azg

a26

a2y

a28

a29

azo

a31

a32

a33

a34

a35s

a37

tiger

ash

bell flower

birch

calendula

cannabis

lime tree

maple

nettle

oak

plantain

rose

spruce tree

sunflower

tulip

violet

walnut

species protection



T —
co1 Amsterdam Skinny Bridge &y 18 Hollywood Hill c38 San Francisco Golden Gate Bridge  [sm c58 flag Egyptian
co2 Athens Parthenon x , €19 Istanbul Blue Mosque c39 Saint Louis Arch ’m c59 flag European
%
co3 Barcelona Holy Family Church :/ c20 Lisbon Pantheon c40 Stockholm Nordic Museum ’E c6o flag Finnish
i
AR
cos4 Berlin Brandenburg Gate 2NN 21 London Tower Bridge c41 Saint Petersburg Palace Bridge ’r-. c61 flag Be, Fr, etc.
. . ) =
co5 Berlin House of World Cultures Wi c22 Madrid Alcala Gate c42 Sydney Opera ’:;—:. c62 flag Greek
S———
cobé Berlin TV Tower c23 Mexico Metropolitan Cathedral c43 Tokyo Parliament Building ,13 c63 flag Be, Fr, etc. inverted
/§/§ —
c75 Berlin Memorial Church ‘ c24 Montreal Olympic Stadium c44 Venice Waterfront ”9—1 cb4 flag Japanese
c76 Berlin Ampelmann c25 Moscow St. Basil's Cathedral c45 Vienna Prater "0. c65 flag Mexican
-
c77 Berlin bear c26 Moscow Kremlin c46 Warsaw Palace of Culture ,-- c66 flag Norwegian
co7 Bratislava, Castle Moscow University c47 Washington Capitol ’”’ c67 flag Polish
. %5’ . Al . , m
co8 Bucharest Parliament Palace s . c28 New York Statue of Liberty = c48 Zurich St. Peter's Church c68 flag Portuguese
o) _—
co9 Budapest Buda-Castle ’\WM c29 Oslo Holmenkollen , c49 flag Australian i~ c69 flag Spanish
o)
c10 Buenos Aires Woman's Bridge A c30 Paris Eiffel Tower ,m c5o0 flag Brazilian ’ﬂ c70 flag Swiss
= =
+c11 Cairo Sphinx and Pyramid |_Ea7ﬁ@| : c31 Peking Gate of Heavenly Peace ,ﬁé c51 flag British ’m c71 flag Turkish
< =
c12 Chicago Cloud Gate (‘Z{,,\‘) c32 Philadelphia Liberty Bell ",. c52 flag Canadian ’% c72 flag USA
A“% **’**
c13 Copenhagen Little Mermaid c33 Pisa Leaning Tower ,n c53 flag Chinese ii"ﬁf c73 Europe
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